STEVENS PTA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES


Wednesday, Sept 23, 2009


6:30-8:00pm


Stevens School Library 





Action:  Motion to approve meeting minutes dated May 26, 2009.  Motion to approve acceptedby Barb Chin and passed unanimously. - Co-Chair Kris Wilk





Ice breaker- Co-Chair Barbara Staley led us in an activity to brain storm ideas for future parent ed/meeting ideas. 





Principal Report :  Jenniffer Reinig


In order to help reduce class size, math and reading specialists have been hired to pull students out 6 at a time so that teachers have 18-20 kids to work with, rather than 25-6.  Nicole Weinstein, one of math instructors has moved, and we need to hire one more math specialist.  Hiring will begin next week.





New Student Assignment Plan – maps and boundaries are being drawn and preliminary draft will be available to the public on October 6th.  





Parent/Teacher conferences will be held the 3 days before Thanksgiving holiday this year, rather than half-days of school the week before and week of.  Now, students will be “off” for the 3 full days before T'giving break and parents will have the opportunity to sign up for a conference during Curriculum Night.





Teacher Report  - Chris Wilkie & Kevin Peterson


Curriculum Night/Open House on Wednesday, September 30th.  6:15-6:45p, children walk around to their classrooms with parents to show classrooms and work.  6:45 kids are signed into the cafeteria, while parents go hear the teachers talk about curriculum.  


6:55-7:25 Session 1, 7:30-8:00 Session 2 (for those with more than 1 child at Stevens)





How do teachers use the PTA allocated money?  In the intermediate grades, many teachers use the money ($500) for art materials, learning resources such as composition books, markers, highlighters, books and book sets. In the primary grades, teachers may purchase manipulatives to help with math concepts, writer's workshop books/classes or classroom supplies.


Legislative News – Stephanie Jones 


State legislature approved new concept of “Basic Education”, but has yet to define the funding stream.


New Student Assignment Plan – draft available on October 6th.  Only incoming kindergarteners, 6th & 9th graders will be impacted in 2010/11.  Superintendent is hosting “coffee hours” throughout the district over the next few weeks to discuss the new plan and get input from public.  Check out www.seattleschools.org for dates and places.


Tuesday September 29th Seattle School Board: Candidates Forum
Garfield High School Commons Doors open at 6:30pm, Forum begins at 7:00pm





Committee Reports – Rebecca Clements


Annual Fund – Rebecca Clements:  Look for forms asking for names of family, friends, neighbors in coming weeks


Auction – Barb Chin:   Auction is set for May 1st, 2010. First volunteer meeting on October 14th, 7p in school library.


Art Committee – Jill Rosen:  Seeking Art Parents for several classes who will help with Auction projects.


Class Reps & Potlucks- Willemijn de Clerq: Class reps have been identified for all classes and we appreciate it!  Potlucks begin this week and go on through October.  Please check Stevens Speak and kid mail for flyers for your child's grade.


Fall Social –Stephanie Farrell:  Friday, October 23rd, 6:30-8:30p, family dancing, games, food and fun!  We need volunteers so please contact Stephanie Farrell or Libby Hill.


Latino Committee – Emma Le Du:  Tamales Sale in November.  Pre-order tamales that Stevens families will prepare and will deliver on November 9th.  Goal is 400 tamales.


Reflections Art Program-  Michelle Martine:  Theme this year is “Beauty is...” and deadline for entries is November 20th.  She will be talking to the kids about it during lunch hour next week to explain the contest to them. 


Sustainability Committee – Sara Brace: David Shelton is stepping in as Co-Chair.  Planning to 'green' up the school by composting food scraps from lunch and using it for raised vegetable gardens around the parking lot. Trying to reduce waste at school events by using compostable products or reusable items.  Keep looking for write-ups in Stevens Speak for updates.


Budget/Fundraising - David Kaill 	             


Many area companies match your non-profit donations, so please check to see if your company does!  This is “free” money for Stevens!  We know that Microsoft will match money as well as volunteer hours.


Amazon Links-http://www.stevenspta.org/pta.htm or new easier link  bit.ly/23aKVh (use one of these links and earn up to 6% back for Stevens) We've raised $2,500 over the last year. 


eScrip –www.escrip.com  (sign-up your Safeway card and earn 4% back for Stevens)


Site Council/Equity Team—Emma LeDu:  Latino Group up and running and we welcome any new groups that would like to form.  Looking to create connections for all people at Stevens.


Meeting Adjourned








